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Seriani Designs

What are you working on now, and could you share 
something unique you are bringing to the project? 
Currently I am working on several projects which range from 
residential renovations to new home builds. As I have a diverse 
background and experience in the design community, what I 
bring to all of my projects is a unique blend of architecture and 
engineering to my clients and the design team.

What is/are your favourite project/s you have worked on and why?
I like working with clients who are open to new ideas and are not 
shy about exploring the use of natural materials within the 
design. Coming from Western Canada, I have a natural inclination 
towards the use of timber within my designs, and structures, and in 
my best efforts aim to showcase such materials within the final 
finishes.

To date, what has been your biggest business/design 
challenge and how did you overcome it?
To date, I have found transitioning my design knowledge from 
Canada to Australia to be the biggest challenge. Understanding 
the variances of the codes and standards between the two 
countries is a daily challenge for me. I continually try to improve 
my knowledge in this area, and challenge some of the standard 
or routine elements found in the Australian codes and standards.

Do you have any words of wisdom for a student wanting to 
work in your profession?
For those who have made the decision within their lives to commit 
to the Design & Building Industry, be prepared for a career of continual 
change and constant learning. I believe, as Designers, we need 
to learn about the multiple facets of the built environment, and 
how its occupants interact with it. Working within this industry is not 
easy, it is more about personal reward and working on projects with 
clients who you find and discover a personal, but professional, 
relationship with. Hold true to your visions, ambitions, and clearly 
understand “Why” you want to become a Designer.

What is your favourite finish or feature?
I prefer natural elements of timber, and stone within architecture. 
Highlighting exposed rough sawn beams, and quarry cut stones 
within both the finished architecture as well as combined with the 
structural elements of a building have always been my favourite.

What is your favourite architectural style?
The Mid-Century Modern (MCM) period of architecture is my most 
favourite period and style. I believe the simplicity and minimalist 
nature of the designs showcases efficient and effective design 
for residential homes. The designs of this period place its 
residents at the focal point and promote interaction between the 
building and its natural environment.

Brett Seriani started his career in Architectural Design in 1994, in Vancouver BC, Canada. He has worked within the 
Architecture and Engineering community since that time and holds qualifications in both.

With his roots coming from Western Canada, his designs embrace the natural elements of the environment and  
emphasises the selection of sustainable materials.

He is also a Certified Passive House Designer and holds strong beliefs that all buildings need to be comfortable, provide 
healthy environments, be built with sustainable materials, and provide economical benefits to its occupants.

His engineering designs support his architectural visions on the use of sustainable materials within the structural systems, 
and heavily promote the use of Timber and Engineered Wood Products, such as CLT, Glullam, LVL, as well as various other 
engineered wood products available within the building community.

He is active within both the Passive House and Engineering associations in Australia, and still maintains strong relationships 
with his peers in North America.
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What is your favourite Australian building?
Australian Architecture and buildings are quite unique. I personally 
do not have any single building which I can place as my favourite, 
but I do appreciate the Queenslander style of homes as they are 
great examples of designing for the environment in which the 
building needs to reside.

Which designer currently inspires your work? 
I find inspiration from the MCM Architects and Developers of that 
period. Richard Neutra, Joseph Eichler, and A. Quincy Jones are 
equally placed as those who I find inspiration from. 

What is your favourite international building?
My Top 5: 
1. The Graham House by Arthur Erickson is definitely number 

one on my list 
2. The Farnsworth House by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 
3. The Glass House by Phillip Johnson 
4. The Stahl House by Pierre Koenig 
5. The Kronish House by Richard Neutra, sums up my Top 5.
They each have similar styles, and their design resonates with  
my passion for “good design” within homes.  
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